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LL aauurr eenntt iiaann  UUnniivveerr ssii ttyy 
IN THE CITY OF GREATER SUDBURY play host to  

O.A.P.S.O. Annual General Meeting  and Training  
May 27th to June 1st, 2007 

�
�
�����������������������   
Vice-President, OAPSO 
 
Laurentian University in the City of Greater Sudbury has 
been chosen as the host site facility for the 2007 OAPSO 
Annual Conference and Training Session being held 
Sunday, May 27th through to and including Friday, June 
1st, 2007.  
 
It has been 10 years since OAPSO's training session has 
been last held in this beautiful community of near 
northern Ontario.  We look forward to returning to this 
rugged and picturesque City. 

Continued on page 2 �

� ���������������������������������������������������������� 











 ������������ ������������������������ 











 ������������ ������������ ������������ 











 ������������ ������������ ������������������������������������������������ ������������ ������������ ������������ ������������ ������������ 











 ������������ ��
�� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� 

   �� �� �� �� �� �� !! "" �� ##��

��
�� �� 

 ���� �� ���� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� ��
�� �� �� �� ��

Field of spring flowers in the Parry Sound area 

 
Grounds of Laurentian University 
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Andre Laurin and his Conference Coordination staff 
promise an enjoyable stay in their new Conference Centre 
overlooking both Science North and Ramsey Lake.   High-
tech classrooms should add to the positive learning 
experience for all. 
Plans have been made to enjoy an evening at Science 
North, as well as dining experience at the Inco Cavern, an 
underground restaurant���  
Please arrive early Sunday evening and enjoy the 
welcoming goodies.  I would also like to remind you of our 
Annual General Meeting, being held Wednesday, May 
30th, 2007 where OAPSO business and the election of four 
(4) Directors will take place.  Your input is vital in ensuring 
OAPSO remains a vital and respected Association in 
municipal governance.  
 
Application forms are available on the website at 
www.oapso.org  �

  

Please plan to attend this exciting and 
informative session . ��

(This article was revised slightly from its original version)�
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Time Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

9.00am 
  

  
  
  

INVESTIGATION 
  

CONSTRUCTION 
  

INVESTIGATION 
  CONSTRUCTION 

REVIEW 
Questions 
& Answers 

  B R E A K   
10.30am 

  

  
  
  

INVESTIGATION 
  

CONSTRUCTION 
  

CONSTRUCTION LEGAL 
EXAMS 

(10.00am) 

  L U N C H   
1.00pm 

  

  
  
  

CONSTRUCTION 
  

INVESTIGATION 
  

Annual  
General  
Meeting 

LEGAL   

  B R E A K   
2.45pm 

  

  
REGISTRATION 

  

LEGAL 
  

LEGAL 
  

 
MOCK  

APPEAL   

4.30pm 
  

  
  
  

  
SITE 

INSPECTION 

PRESIDENTS 
DINNER 
(5.00pm) 

    

Time Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

9.00am 
  

  
  
  

LEGAL 
  

INVESTIGATION 
  

LEGAL 
(Role of the 
Prosecutor) 

LEGAL 
REVIEW 

Questions & 
Answers 

  B R E A K   

10.30am 
  

  
  
  

INVESTIGATION LEGAL CONSTRUCTION 
INVESTIGATION 

  
EXAMS 

(10.00am) 

  L U N C H   

1.00pm 
  

  
  
  

INVESTIGATION 
  

CONSTRUCTION 
  

ANNUAL 
GENERAL 
MEETING 

CONSTRUCTION   

  B R E A K   

2.45pm 
  

REGISTRATION  CONSTRUCTION CONSTRUCTION  MOCK TRIAL   

4.30pm 
  

  
  
  

  
SITE 

INSPECTION 

PRESIDENTS 
DINNER 
(5.00pm) 

    

2007 OAPSO Annual Meeting & Training Session   Part 1—Basic Level Agenda 

2007 OAPSO Annual Meeting & Training Session     Part 2—Intermediate Level Agenda 
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Time Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

9.00am 
  

  
  
  

CONSTRUCTION LEGAL  INVESTIGATION 
(Fire Code) LEGAL  

REVIEW 
Questions & 

Answers  

  B R E A K   

10.30am 
  

  
  

CONSTRUCTION 
  

RISK 
MANAGEMENT 

INVESTIGATION  

(C.P.T.E.D.) 
CONSTRUCTION EXAMS 

(10.00am) 

  L U N C H   

1.00pm 
  

  
  
  

INVESTIGATION CONSTRUCTION 
ANNUAL  

GENERAL 
 MEETING 

CONSTRUCTION   

  B R E A K   

2.30pm 
  

  
REGISTRATION 

  
INVESTIGATION LEGAL    INVESTIGATION   

4.30pm 
  

  
  
  

    
PRESIDENTS 

DINNER 
(5.00pm) 

    

Time Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday     

9.00am 
  

  
  
  

GROW HOUSES 
 

ELECTRIC SAFETY  
AUTHORITY 

CASE LAW 
updates 

    

    B           R E            A  K �  �  

10.30am  
  
  
  

GROW HOUSES 
cont. 

E.S.A. 
cont. 

BILL 128 and L&T 

board process     

    L          U N         C  H �  �  

1.00pm 
  

  
  
  

MOULD 
HUMAN 

TRAFFICKING 

ANNUAL  
GENERAL  
MEETING 

    

    B          R E         A  K �  �  

2.30pm 
  

  
REGISTRATION 

  

MOULD 
cont. 

 
MUNICIPAL ACT 

new provisions 
 

      

4.30pm 
  

  
  
  

    
PRESIDENTS 

DINNER 
(5.00pm) 

    

2007 OAPSO Annual Meeting & Training Session   Part 3—Advanced Level Agenda 
 

2007 OAPSO Annual Meeting & Training Session   Professional Development Agenda 
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A recent court decision relating to heritage proper ties: 
 
Submitted by: Shayne Turner 
 

Alma Heritage Estates Corporation v. St. Thomas (Ci ty), 2007 CanLII 4307 (ON S.C.) 
 
The City of St. Thomas enacted a property standards by-law pursuant to the Ontario Heritage Act to prescribe 
standards for heritage designated properties. 
 
The By-law was quashed in the Superior Court as being ultra virus the City’s powers under the Act.  The 
basis of the court’s decision appears to indicate that the By-law was structured in such a way as to require all 
of the heritage attributes listed in the new by-law to be maintained on the subject property, regardless of what 
attributes are actually listed in the heritage designating by-law for the property. 
 
There appears to be growing interest across Ontario with respect to developing property standards provisions 
aimed at to preserving heritage designated properties.  This is as result of the amendment to the Ontario 
Heritage Act in April of 2005. 
 
If your municipality plans to review this issue, yo u are encouraged to review this decision . �  
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The ins and outs of MGH 
inspections 
�
�.! /�����!� ���Director��

 
On December 15, 2005 the Ontario Government passed 
gave Royal Assent to Bill 128 which then became section 
431.1 of the Municipal act. 
 
This requires municipalities to inspect properties identified 
as Marijuana Grow Operations by the local Police Service. 
 
This legislated responsibility presents the by-law 
department with a quandary.  The legislation states that the 
inspection shall be made inside the building.  
As most MGHs are rented residential properties with 
phantom tenants, they are still regarded as dwellings and 
as such under the authority to enter contained within the 
Building Code Act, an officer cannot enter without the 
permission of the occupant, even if at that time the 
occupant is a guest of the government. In addition there 
are several conditions that are well known to exist in grow 
houses, mould with potentially dangerous air quality issues, 
interference with the electrical system and structural 
elements. 
 
The point is that in order to inspect it is necessary to enter 
the property; a municipality should not require an officer to 
enter the property unless he or she is familiar with the 
possible air quality issues, equipped to deal with them and 
trained in the use of the equipment. 

 
The point is that we have one piece of legislation that is 
requiring an officer to perform a duty that two other pieces 
of legislation are preventing him or her from completing. 
 
Among other things this conflict was brought to the 
attention of staff from the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and 
Housing, by Len Creamer (President), Garry Anderson (Vice 
President) and Warwick Perrin (Director) during a meeting held 
on November 30/2006.� �  
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Paralegal Licensing and 
Regulation in Ontario.  

Are you a practising paralegal, or someone who is 
thinking of entering the paralegal field now, or in the 
future? If so, you need to know about how your 
profession will be regulated by the Law Society of 
Upper Canada, beginning May 1, 2007, and how you 
may be eligible to take advantage of a one-time 
"grandparent" opportunity.  

The Law Society is offering a free information session 
via teleconference  on Tuesday April 24. Members of 
the Paralegal Standing Committee and the Law Society 
will outline the new regulations and answer your 
questionsParalegal regulation and the opportunity to 
become grandfathered takes effect May 1, 2007. Paul 
Dray (Chair, LSUC Paralegal Regulation Committee) is 
a speaker at our May 11, 2007 Prosecutors' 
Association spring training workshop.      

 
In the meantime, the Law Society is hosting a free 
teleseminar session (teleconference) regarding 
upcoming paralegal licensing on April 24, 2007 
5:30pm-7:00pm. Details on web site below. You must 
register to participate.   

 
Shortcut to: http://www.lsuc.on.ca/paralegals 
Although details on licensing, professional conduct and 
grandfathering are all now available on the LSUC 
website, this is a great opportunity to hear the official 
presentation and the questions/answers of others 
including asking some of your own.��  
Printed with permission of,  
Jane Moffatt, President 
Prosecutors' Association of Ontario  
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This year at our Annual Training, the following 
courses are being offered to our Certified Property 
Standards Officers. 

·  Grow Houses 
·  Mould 
·  Human Trafficking 
·  Municipal Act –new enforcement & 

licensing provisions 
·  Electric Safety Authority 
·  Case Law Updates 
·  Bill 128 and Landlord & Tennant 

Board Process 
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Len Creamer           
lcreamer@clarington.net 
 (905) 623-3379 Ext. 325 Fax (905) 623-6506 
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Garry Anderson        
ganderson@brantford.ca 
 (519) 759-4150 Ext 2361 Fax (519) 752-1874 
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John Lane              
 jlane@hamilton.ca 
(905) 546-2424 Ext.1372 Fax (905) 643-1198 
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Shayne Turner 
shayne.turner@city.kitchener.on.ca 
 (519) 741-2753 Fax (519)741-2705 
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Catherine Burke      
cath@oapso.org  
 
Philip Cassata          
philip.cassata@brampton.ca 
(905) 458-3424 Ext. 139 Fax (905) 458-3903 
Bill Chatwell 
bchatwell@e-aurora.ca 
(905) 727-3123 Ext. 4246 Fax (905) 726-4732 
Doug Clark            
dclark@brantford.ca 
 (519) 759-4150 Ext. 2250 Fax (519) 752-1874 
Jim Harris 
jim@cramahetownship.ca 
(905) 355-2821 Ext. 225 Fax (905) 355-3430 
Noreen Knight 
noreen.knight@caledon.ca 
(905) 584-2272 Ext. 4252 Fax (905) 584-4325 
Warwick Perrin      
wperrin@toronto.ca 
 (416) 392-7735 Fax (416) 392-0384 
Lori Reith                
lori.reith@ottawa.ca 
 (613) 580-2424 Ext.33296 Fax (613) 580-2719 
William Smith        
wsmith113@cogeco.ca 
 (905) 892-8024 Fax (905) 892-1135 
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www.oapso.org 
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The opinions expressed in this, and any past or future publication are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the 
views of the Board of Directors or other members of the Association of Property Standards Officers. 
Any advertising in the Newsletter does not constitute an endorsement by O.A.P.S.O., the editor, or the Board of Directors. 
Anyone wishing to respond to any article or view expressed in this publication is requested to do so in writing to the editor or the 
association mail box. 
No article or portion thereof in this publication may be reproduced for any reason whatsoever without the express permission of 
the editor. 
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Training sessions available 
 
Len Creamer   
President 
 
Have you ever been asked, “What do we do now?”  
If it’s your family or friends asking, then I am af raid 
we can’t help you.  If it’s the members of your 
newly appointed Property Standards Appeal 
Committee, then we have an answer for you. 
 
OAPSO has prepared a new seminar specifically to 
assist Appeal Committee members with some of 
the basic questions that they will face.  What is t he 
Committee’s authority?  What is expected of the 
Committee? What about conflicts of interest?  Can 
Council members serve on the Committee and is 
that a good idea? 
 
If you would like to arrange for a training session  
for your Committee members please contact any 
member of the Board of Directors. We will be happy 
to help. 
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